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Sustained Investigation Writing Component
Identify the questions or inquiry that guided your sustained investigation.

“How do I see myself”

“How do I stand out”

“What does intimacy look like to me”

“How can I display corruption”

“What does remembrance look like to me?”

“How can I display how it feels to be judged?”

All of these essential questions had a central theme of “I” and “Me”

Each assignment was my perspective and a display of my current mental health

Describe how your sustained investigation shows evidence of practice, experimentation, and revision guided by your questions or inquiry 

You can see my efforts of practice from concept to finished piece, from my first doodle of a baby panda to a full grown colored portrait. From a couple 
kissing in a doodle of a page to the to a finished piece of two girls embrace.

My experimentation was displayed through my process pages and artist research projects in which I challenged myself to create work like the style of 
the artist I was  intrigued by.  You can see revision in my corruption piece from the first paper I considered “finished” to when it was  fully developed 
next image over.



How do I see myself?



How Do I See Myself?:

Height: 11

Width: 9

Materials:

-Alcohol Markers

-Prisma Colored Pencils

Processes: started with a 
sketch of the face, added 
snakes wrapping around it, 
started to fill with color, did 
hatching and added scales 
on top for dimension.

Ideas: I see myself being 
wrapped in deceit and lies, 
which is what gave me the 
idea of snakes or being 
surrounded by snakes. 
These snakes represent 
toxic people. Regardless of 
my surroundings I am 
staying calm and handling 
the weight of the snakes on 
my own.



How do I see myself?



How do I see myself?:

Height: 11

Length: 9

“The Lesser Panda”

Materials:

-Black Ink Pen

-Alcohol Markers

-Prisma Colored Pencils

Processes: started with a sketch of the 
pandas head, then added the body and 
ears. After that I added the face details 
such as the nose and eyes and fur 
texture around the snout. I then colored 
everything in and shaded under the neck 
with cross hatching, added patterns to 
enhance the fur.

Idea: My friends refer to me as a panda 
and it’s stuck. I have a lot of panda 
themed things at home and wear a 
panda necklace at all times. The panda is 
my spirit animal and believe it resembles 
me. Pandas stand out with their contrast 
of colors, size, ect. I’d like to believe I do 
too. I titled the piece “The Lesser Panda” 
as that is a nickname for red pandas. It 
also could play into my mental health 
and how I perceive my worth.



How am I seen?



How am I seen?

Idea: This piece is supposed to 
represent how I feel sunken in, 
tired, judged and looked upon 
by many. I feel as if I am being 
run down. The eye I drew is 
sunk into the darkness of the 
skin and is looking tired and 
worn.I feel that all that people 
see on the outside is the tired, 
broken, falling apart me.

Processes:
started with a base sketch in 
pencil of the eye, filled in with 
yellow to display sickness, 
colored around the eyeball with 
maroon and added black 
detailing on top to get the 
sunken look.

“Sunken”

Height: 9

Length: 11

Materials:

-Alcohol Based Markers

-Pen



What does intimacy look like to me?



What does Intimacy look like to me?

“The Kiss”

Height: 12

Length: 9

Materials: 
Oil Pastels, Alcohol Based 
Markers, Colored Pencils

Processes: started with a 
sketch in pencil, colored 
over and filled with red and 
orange, outlined in black

Idea: This was a play off Gustav Klimt. 
I feel in history, images of love have only 
displayed male and female relationships. 
I don’t think intimacy has to be so limited. 
Intimacy and love look different to 
everyone and are diverse. Unlike in 
Gustav’s piece, love in this piece doesn’t 
have to fit perfectly and people don’t 
have to compliment each other. 
Relationships can be rough or unfinished. 
I left my mistakes in this drawing because 
sometimes you don’t get to have closure 
and things don’t always end up so pretty.



Idea: How can I display corruption?

9 by 12

Materials:Alcohol 
Based Markers, 
Colored Pencils,
Paint Pens

Process(es): Drew 
a fragile glass-like 
look to show I am 
cracking under 
pressure like glass  



Idea: How can I display corruption?

9 by 12

Materials: Alcohol 
Based Markers, 
Colored Pencils

Process(es): Used the color 
green to display disgust 

within the words, furrowed 
brows to display anger, big 

mouth to display the 
volume of her words



Idea: What does it look like to be me?

12 by 9

Materials: Alcohol 
Based Markers, 
Colored Pencils, Pen

Process(es): fenced off black 
sheep is a rotten fruit while the 
other sheep are ripe and red, eye 
is on me 



Idea: What does it look like to be me?

8 by 10

Materials: 
Oil Pastels

Process(es): 
Black is a 
symbolization of 
sexual abuse, its 
marks are still on 
her and she feels 
trapped in it 



Idea: What does remembrance look like to me?

12 by 9
9 by 12

Materials: Colored 
Pencils, Alcohol 
Based Markers, Tape

Materials: Paint Pens, 
Alcohol Based Markers, 
Colored Pencils

Process(es):
Muted background 
colors to show how 
her traumatic 
memories are 
hazy/muted, red to 
symbolize pain 

Process(es): Red 
Poppies for 
Remembrance Day, 
Image is based off a 
photo of the Queen 
of England



Idea: How can I display what it feels like to be judged?

18 by 24 10 by 8

Materials: 
Acrylic Paints, 
Paint Pens

Materials: Alcohol 
Based Markers, 
Colored Pencils

Process(es) Trying to display the 
feeling like the cats out of the bag 
and that all eyes are on me now, 
the feeling of shame and fear. 
Similar look to the shame a child 
feels after having an accident 

Process(es): Yellow 
eyes to display feeling 
sick, the laughter and 
clown nose is to show 
she feels like a fool 



Honorable Mentions: 
Altered Book Assignments



Honorable Mentions:

Sketchbook Assignments


